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The basic ethos underlying all our work here at SOS Children’s 
Villages is that all children belong to a family and should be 
raised with love, respect and security. Over the last 50 years we 
have striven to bring this to fruition by meeting the needs of 
our children and focusing on their holistic development. 

However, the grim reality of the world we live in today is that 
over 400,000 children in India continue to live on the streets. 
This abject state of being makes them even more vulnerable to 
exploitation and abuse. For survival many of these abandoned 
children work as daily wage labourers. According to the 
World’s Children Report published by UNICEF in 2014 around 
11.8% of children in India are subjected to child labour. The 
census, as of 2011, brings this number to a total of 4.3 million 
children in India who are engaged in some form of child 
labour. 

As much as we’d like to believe that we are doing everything 
in our power to fight this situation, it seems the current state of 
affairs has only been worsening. According to Social Statistics 
Division, Central Statistics Office, Ministry of statistics and 
Programme Implementation, Government of India 2012, 
crimes against children, the crime rate (ratio of number of 
crimes to population) marginally increased from 2.3 in 2009 to 
2.7 in 2011. There is urgent need for all of us to come together 
and join hands to help these children in need.

On 21 January 2016, SOS Children’s Villages India launched 
its campaign ‘World Of Zero’ in an effort to spread awareness 
and advocate for the rights of abandoned, parentless and 
vulnerable children across the country. 

The Facebook application helps every user understand the pain 
and sorrow of these parentless children. It also gives each one 
of us an opportunity to make a difference in our own small 
way. For all Facebook users, I strongly recommend that you 

take a few minutes out of your busy day to watch and engage with this application.  You will not 
only help spread the message but also would help further the work of SOS Children’s Villages 
significantly. Family, friends and a home form the very fabric of our existence and your support 
lets us make that available to every child who does not have the love and care of a family. A 
‘World Of Zero’, is a reality for over 20 million children around the world. A childhood without a 
loving and nurturing family who cares for you, without shared laughter with friends or the warmth 
and comfort of your home is truly an injustice. At SOS Children’s Villages India we strive toward 
providing all children assigned in our care with wholesome and all round development and care. 

You, our donor, have been our stalwart benefactors and a beacon of hope in the lives of our 
children. It is your longstanding support that has helped us reach out to thousands of children with 
the care and love they need. You are helping transform lives and we thank you for it.

A parting thought for all our readers- Every child not only deserves a loving home. It is, in fact, 
their right. So let us ensure “A Loving Home for every child”

Warm Regards,

Anuja Bansal
Secretary General, SOS Children’s Villages India

To live without a family, friends or 
anybody to call our own could be 
the biggest nightmare of all. For 
millions of children in India, this is 
a reality. According to the census 
of India, there has been a rise 
in the number of child labourers 
from 11.28 million in 1991 to 
12.66 million in 2011. Many of 
these children don’t even realize 
the moment they were dragged 
into the #WorldOfZero.

Being surrounded by nothing 
or no one leaves hundreds of 
thousands of children in India with 
the need for care and protection. 
Take a step forward and save one 
such parentless or abandoned 
child from the #WorldOfZero.
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Winner Women’s Group 
Group IGP story from SOS Children’s Village, Cochin

The Winner Women’s 
Group is a Self 
Help Group (SHG) 
comprising of 14 
women from the 
Edathala Panchayat, 
located near the town 
of Aluva in Ernakulam 

District, in the state of Kerala. Led by a 
dynamic and enterprising lady Sreekala, this 
group is a shining example of how a Group 
Income Generation Project (IGP) under the 
Family Strengthening Programme (FSP) of 
SOS Children’s Villages of India (CVI) has 
been able to impact and transform the lives of 
these women, their children, families and the 
community. This has given them a sense of 
identity, value and improved their social status 
in the community. Not only do they manage 
the facility and all project related paper work 
on their own, but also manage their profits, 
earnings and savings, leading to their socio-
economic empowerment. 

 

The group is engaged by V-Star Creations, an 
Indian manufacturer of inner wear for men 
and women. Finished products, received in 
bulk from the Company at this facility, are 
rigorously checked by the members for quality 
control and detecting manufacturing defects, 

if any. Upon quality checks, the packaged 
goods are transported out by V-Star at regular 
intervals for further distribution. Regular 
monthly income has not only empowered these 
women but also given them the freedom and 
resources to shape and impact the lives of their 
children in a meaningful way. As Sreekala 
says, “Due to regular source of income, our 
lives have become more organized.”

Under this Project, each member of the 
Group earns Rs. 7,500 to 10,000/- per month 
depending on the quantum of work coming 
their way from V-star. Prior to the IGP, they 
had no regular source of income and therefore 
could not care for their children’s needs 
adequately. Initiated in 2012 for a period of 
five years, the project has gone a long way in 
enhancing their income level and the same 
is being tracked regularly by grass roots FSP 
functionaries of SOS CVI.  

The FSP is a preventive community 
intervention programme of SOS CVI that 
covers children of the most vulnerable cross 
sections i.e. children of widows, single 
women, and Below Poverty Line families. 
The programme has been designed to prevent 
and contain abandonment of children by their 
families. Spanning 3 to 5 years, the program 
aims at enabling families to move out of 
the vicious cycle of poverty towards greater 
dignity and self-reliance by ensuring education 
of children, skilling and income generation 
capacity building of the primary care givers. 

On 8 November 2015, severe 
spells of rain flooded large parts of 
the Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh 
and Puducherry. Chennai and the 
surrounding areas of the capital 
city were severely affected and 
submerged for days. As per the 
initial estimation, 400 people lost 

their lives and about 1.8 million 
people were affected by this 
disaster. Survivors were bereft 
of food, shelter and medicine. 
Our team was on-ground and 
responding, helping hundreds of 
families with food, ration, clean 
drinking water and health and 
hygiene kits. With your help, 
SOS reached out and provided 
immediate relief to over 193 
families in Chennai, 577 in 
Puducherry and 1980 families in 
Nagapattinam. The relief work 
in Chennai, Puducherry and 
Cuddalore was officially completed 
by 31th December 2015.

CHENNAI FLOODS
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Members of Winner’s Women’s Group. Aluva, Kerala

“Due to regular source 
of income, our lives have 
become more organized”, 
says Sreekala



DREAMS DO 
COME TRUE

Donna Lawphniaw came to the SOS Children’s 
village in Shillong at the tender age of 5. She 
grew up along with her brothers and sisters 
under the care of her mother at House No 
01. Donna was always a very hardworking 
student. In her class 10 examinations she 
secured a second division and finished her 
schooling from the Christian Academy School 
in Shillong. Donna has always had strong 
maternal instincts and liked being surrounded 
by the younger children in the village. She 
was very outgoing and loved interacting with 
people. She wanted to pursue a career where 
she would be able to use these skills which 
were so inherent to her personality. After 
she graduated from school, Donna decided 
she would like to work in the hospitality 
sector. Donna is now 20 years old and she has 
completed her Diploma in Hotel Management 
from International Institute of Management 
& Research, Guwahati. During her campus 
placements, she was recruited as a Hostess 
by TAJ- VIVANTA Hotel. She is currently 
posted in Mumbai and is very satisfied with her 
job. Donna has excelled in the field of Hotel 
Management since she is passionate about it 
and it suits her personality. She was rightly 
encouraged and counseled to take up her field 
of interest, which, inevitably, resulted in a good 
job at a reputed hotel. She is now planning to 
go abroad to further her learning which would 
greatly benefit her career prospects. We hope 
she performs and excels at whatever she does 
in life. The SOS family wishes her good luck 
and hopes she follows her dreams ever so 
fearlessly even in the future.

Honourable Governor 
of Chattisgarh, Shri 
Balram Dass Tandon 
presented a cheque 
of Rs. 1 lakh from his 
discretionary funds to 
SOS Children’s Village 
in Raipur. The cheque 
was presented to the 
Village Director, Mr. 
Hemant Das. 

GOVERNOR OF 
CHATTISGARH 
SUPPORTS SOS 
CHILDREN’S 
VILLAGES

BENGALURU: Settled youths 
from Bengaluru Village shared 
their stories of triumph and 
SOS Mothers were honoured 
during this joyous occasion. 
The ceremony was held in the 
presence of Hon’ble Minister, 
WCD, Govt. of Karnataka, Shri 
Uma Shree and Mr Satish Reddy, 
MLA. 

COCHIN, 10th March 2015: 
Mr. Ramesh Chennithala, Hon’ble 
Home Minister, Govt. of Kerala 
and Mr. Anwar Sadath, MLA Aluva 
were the guests of honour at the 
event. It was a proud moment for 
every member of SOS Children’s 
Villages of India.

BHOPAL, 10th October  2015: 
The ceremony was held in the 
presence of Madhya Pradesh 
Chief Minister Mr. Shivraj Singh 
Chauhan and Minister for Women 
and Child Development Ms. Maya 
Singh.

BHUBHANESHWAR, 23 
November 2015: In attendance 
at the celebratory event were the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister Mr. Naveen 
Pattanaik, Hon’ble Minister  for 
Women Childcare Development, 
Planning and Coordination, 
Shrimati Usha Devi amongst 
many other dignitaries.

SOS SILVER 
JUBILEE 
CELEBRATIONS

Four villages that are part 
of the SOS Family in India 
celebrated their Silver 
jubilees last year in 2015
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Donna Lawphniaw
Family Based Care (FBC) Story
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CARE, EXPOSURE AND INTEGRATION
Overview Of SOS CVI Youth Programme

From the day a child enters an SOS 
Children’s Village, they are guided to become 
independent, self-sufficient and participating 
members of society. It is an important 
milestone in the work of an SOS Children’s 
Village when its youths take charge of their 
own lives and responsibilities for their living 
situations, their employment and for providing 
for themselves. The SOS Youth Programme is 
part of the larger flagship programme called 
Family Based Care (FBC). The organization 
does not consider its responsibility to be over 
till every SOS child is settled as a contributing 
member of society and mainstreamed in it. 
The upper limit of extending support to its 
youth under this programme is 25 years of age. 
As on December, 2015, SOS CVI has been 
instrumental in settling 5,453 children from 
different projects in India and 103 children 
from SOS CV - Bhopal.

The Youth Programme offers youths a variety 
of opportunities through which they can 
further develop their personalities and prepare 
themselves for an independent life. The youth 
facility wing comprises of three divisions, 
where the boys are sent according to their 
age. Arunodaya Stage is for boys aged 14-18 
years; Sopan Stage is for those in college or 
undergoing professional/higher education; 
Gharonda Stage is for working professionals. 
Arunodaya, Sopan and Gharonda stand for 
Care, Exposure and Integration respectively. 
Throughout the journey from Arunodaya to 
Sopan to Gharonda, a child’s growth and 
development is fully taken into account. For 
smooth transitioning to a safe space, outside of 

the children’s village, every child undergoes 
counselling and guidance for adjusting well 
to a new family environment. Care, then, 
becomes a crucial part of a child’s growing 
up and it is with the same care that the child 
enjoys his adolescence and youth. 

During Sopan, once the children are done 
with their schooling and have been rigorously 
counselled for their career plans, are nurtured 
into fine students and scholars of the field 
of their interests. This is where the young 
minds start exploring the various options 
they have in life, beginning with pursuing 
higher education and training from various 
colleges and vocational training centres 
and also undertaking coaching classes for 
various entrance examinations. Gharonda, 
which is home to working professionals, 
offers learning and growth opportunities 
to young boys, developing their attitudes, 
behaviour, confidence & skills needed to take 
responsibility for building their own future and 
to become contributing members.  

Amongst other things, the Youth Programme 

provides for Employment Support, Medical 
Insurance Support, Marriage Assistance 
Support, Continuing Education Support etc. 
The care and support of the organization 
towards its youth run so deep that there is a 
provision for a Money Gift Balances available 
at SOS National Office or affiliated bodies 
of SOS CVI for disbursement to the youth 
latest by 25 years age or within 5 years from 
departure notice whichever is earlier, as per 
Money Gift Guidelines. Often, this works as 
a seed money for asset building or initiating 
one’s own enterprise. The detailed Guideline of 
the Youth Programme shall provide a glimpse 
into the entire range of support extended 
towards settling the SOS youth. 

Ajay Kalita is one of the Youths settled 
under the SOS Family Based Care (FBC) 
programme, currently employed as a Hospital 
Administrator of the Goalpara District of 
Assam under the National Rural Health 
Mission (NRHM) of GoI. Ajay and his brother 
are SOS children who were brought to SOS 
Children’s Village Guwahati in the year 1990 
after their parents had passed away. The love, 
care and selfless nature of their SOS mother 
as well as the warmth of their brothers and 
sisters helped Ajay start afresh. Ajay completed 
his school education and went on to receive 
higher education just like any regular child 
of his age. At the age of 14, Ajay was shifted 
to “Arunodaya”, the SOS youth house. Ajay 
vividly recalls his days at the youth house and 
fondly remembers his own Youth Coordinator-
Mr. R. Islam, who tirelessly helped him find 
rented accommodation and assisted him during 
his admission process that paved the way for a 
career in hospital administration. 

“SOS Children’s Villages of India gave me 
a home and a happy childhood that I always 
dreamt of”- says an emotional Ajay. He only 
wishes that people continue to support the 
work being done by SOS Children Villages 
India. It can help change the lives of many 
more children like him.

“We at SOS have the responsibility of shaping 
and moulding impressionable young minds 
and their careers”- states Ms. Anuja Bansal, 
Secretary General, SOS Children’s Villages of 
India. “Our aim is to equip every youth with 
the necessary social, emotional and educational 
skills and help them to become economically 
independent and responsible citizens of 
society.” - stresses Ms. Bansal. 

“SOS Children’s Villages 
of India gave me a home 
and a happy childhood 
that I always dreamt of.” 
says an emotional Ajay. He 
only wishes that people 
continue to support the 
work being done by SOS 
Children Villages India.



SOS Children’s villages of 
India (SOS India) had recently 
organized a series of regional 
and zonal level arts and sports 
competitions across all the 
32 children’s villages which 
culminated into a National Level 
Competition and a finale gala 
event to commemorate Universal 
Children’s Day on 20th November. 
An Award Ceremony was held 
wherein the winners also received 
inspiration for striving harder from 
their successfully settled older 
brothers & sisters. The event also 
showcased cultural talents of SOS 
children. The play on Nirbaya,  
play on misuse of a mobile phone 
by boys of SOS CV Bawana & 
the arts exhibition of the paintings 
of  the National Art Competition 
added colour and vibrancy to the 
event.  

The results of the National 
Sports Competition are as 
follows:
• West Zone won the Girls 

Basket Ball Match & Runner Up 
was South Zone

• East Zone won the Boys Foot 
Ball match & Runner up was 
the West Zone

• Boys team of East Zone 
also won the foot ball match 
between boys v/s girls match 

The results of the Arts 
Competition are as follows:
•	 0	to	10	yrs 
 1st: Karan of NZ;  
2nd: Himanshu  of  WZ & 
3rd: Sharwan of  EZ
•	 11	to	14	yrs  
 1st: Jyoti of NZ,  
2nd: Mili  of EZ &  
3rd: Kishore of SZ
•	 15	to	18	yrs	 
 1st: Vishal of NZ, 
2nd: Vishnu of WZ  & 
3rd: Rakheena of NZ 

National Arts and 
Sports Competition
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I would like to start by saying how proud I am of the 
work done by SOS Children’s Villages India. We have 
made great strides over the last half a century of our 
existence in India and can proudly state that we have 
been able to successfully settle over four generations of 
children in the country. 

SOS Children’s Villages is committed to the welfare 
of abandoned and parentless children. One way we 
do this is through our Family Based Care Programme 
(FBC). This curative programme helps us reach out 
to over 6,500 once parentless or abandoned girls and 
boys in our 32 SOS Children’s Villages across India.  
Another way we care for the welfare of the vulnerable 
includes SOS Children’s Villages’ Family Strengthening 
Programme (FSP) which works directly with families 
and communities to help them to effectively protect 

and care for their children. We believe the best way to care for vulnerable children who may be 
abandoned is to help them and their families before they are forsaken. 

On 8 March, 2016, we alongside the rest of the world’s, celebrated International Women’s Day. 
In keeping with the spirit of this day, this edition of the SOS Messenger highlights some of the 
brilliant work being done by the female beneficiaries, such as the Winners Women Self Help 
Group (SHG). Their group’s Income Generation Programme (IGP) has been able to impact 
and transform the lives of many- not just the women but also their children, families and the 
community they inhabit.  Another inspiring story brought to the fore is that of Ajay Kalita, a 
settled youth and beneficiary of the SOS Youth Programme. Ajay is currently employed as 
the Hospital Administrator of the Goalpara District of Assam under the National Rural Health 
Mission (NRHM). If it can be thought, it can be done and our last narrative goes to prove just 
that! Donna Lawphniaw’s story is not unlike the story of many other children who are brought 
to the SOS doorstep. Donna was part of the SOS FBC programme and with determination, hard 
work and endurance she was able to manifest her passions into reality. These stories of true grit 
are likely to motivate even the most discouraged!

The magnitude of the wonderful work being done by my SOS coworkers was manifest in the 
silver jubilee celebrations of the four villages that I personally attended and also the grand finale 
of the Art and Cultural competition that was held on 20th November 2015. I extend my personal 
congratulations and best wishes to all our co-workers who dedicate themselves to provide care 
and compassion to our children and strive to make them good citizens of this world.

To all our donors and enthusiastic supporters, on behalf of the entire SOS Family, I would like to 
profusely thank each one of you for 
all the help and support you have 
been rendering for the past many 
decades. The family of individual 
donors and corporate donors is on 
the increase and we look forward 
to the continued support of all our 
sponsors. 

Warm Regards,

S. Sandilya
President
SOS Children’s Villages India
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For individual donations, contact: aavinaash.sapru@soscvindia.org

For corporate donations, contact: aanchal.singh@soscvindia.org

For donation and sponsorship related queries, contact: maalika.
chadha@soscvindia.org

Call us (Toll Free): 1800 102 6905 Get access to a first of its kind 
online donor support facility. For more information visit
www.soschildrensvillages.in

National Office: 
Plot Number 4, Block C-1, Nelson 
Mandela Marg, Vasant Kunj, New 
Delhi- 110070
Tel: +91 11 43239200
Email: soscvindia@soscvindia.org
www.soschildrensvillages.in
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51 MILLION
IMPRESSIONS

#WorldofZero trended on Twitter for 3-4 hours on 9th 
and 10th February, 2016 and garnered an impressive

World of Zero campaign was launched on 21st January, 
2016 as a Facebook Application- its popularity delivered 
an engagement rate of 13%, with over 5000 app plays.  

A WORLD OF ZERO SIGNIFIES THE WORLD OF MILLIONS 
OF ABANDONED, PARENTLESS CHILDREN IN OUR 
COUNTRY HAVING NO ONE TO CALL THEIR OWN, AND 
CONSTANTLY FIGHTING FOR THEIR IDENTITY.  

ACHIEVEMENTS 

HOW YOUR MONEY 
IS UTILISED?

• Winner of the “Best NGO” Award at the 
India NGO Awards 2014.

• Secured the runner up position at ‘The 
eNGO Challenge South Asia 2014’.

• Winner of the ‘NGO Leadership and 
Excellence Awards’ at the Global CSR 
Excellence & Leadership Awards, 
presented by ABP News.

• SOS Children’s Village Hyderabad 
was conferred with the first ever Bala 
Rakshak Award in 2014.

• Dun & Bradstreet Information Services 
India Pvt. Ltd. (D&B India) has certified 
SOS Children’s Villages of India in 
June 2015, including the organisation’s 
name in the Dun & Bradstreet Global 
Database.

• CRISIL, India’s largest credit rating 
agency, recognized SOS Children’s 
Villages India in 2015 fro demonstrating 
best practices and exemplary vision.

• Credibility Alliance has awarded an 
accreditation certificate for ‘desirable 
norms’ to SOS Children’s Villages of 
India.

35%
35%

19%18%

Integrated education support
Child’s family expenses
Administrative expenses
Nutritional and health care needs



HOW MUCH 
DO YOU 

VALUE YOUR 
FAMILY & 
FRIENDS? 

WRITE TO 
THEM HOW 
YOU FEEL

For details log on to
www.facebook.com/sosindia/
app/763831340416212/

Tear out this poster 
and give it to your 

loved ones with words 
of appreciation :)

Friends and family play a pivotal role in our life. Yet 
many children in this world lack this essential love 

and support. By sponsoring/donating you can help at 
least one child to escape the#WorldOfZero.

Rescue a  child from the 
horror of #worldofzero

We cannot visualize a world without our loved ones close to 
us; imagine abandoned, parentless children surviving daily 
battles without love, care or support from anyone. 


