
A loving home for every child

SOS 
MESSENGER

A
p

r
il 2017

Winning Team of Dance Competition from South Zone



sos messenger april 20172

2 Message froM  
secretary general

3 Donate for love caMpaign

4 Message froM presiDent

5 sos tarang - a celebration 
of chilD rights

6 awarD to sos cv shillong 
froM presiDent of inDia

7 KaMla Manucha 
an inspiration to others 

8 beyonD the hippocratic 
oath 
a unique partnership with 
stance biogenics 

content

Message froM  
secretary general
Dear Friends,

Here we are again, unveiling yet another 
edition of the SOS Messenger prepared 
for you! Spring is the season of new 
beginnings and I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you and your family a 
very happy Indian New Year! The start of a 
new year seems like an obvious time to talk 
about new beginnings and to look back, 
reflecting on the achievements of the year 
gone by. It also makes us, subsequently, 
look forward to what still needs to be 
accomplished. I would like to highlight a 
few milestones from the last two quarters 
which have in particular marked proud 
moments for us, here at SOS Children’s 
Villages of India. 

Four of our specially abled girls Kiran, 
Vidushi, Diksha and Dulfisha, have been 
selected to represent India in the Special 
Olympics World Winter Games in 
Austria in March, 2017. It’s their grit, 
hard work and determination that made 
this possible along with the enabling 
atmosphere and facilities of individual care 
and attention of the Organisation nurturing 
each one of them. They have made all of 
us at SOS India feel an immense sense of 
pride and happiness! 

Heartiest congratulations 
are in order for all the bright 
children and youth, their 
mothers as well as the 
mentors from across the 
country for their extraordinary 
achievements. i am sure, 
they will motivate all our 
children as well as youths 
to dream big and achieve 
extraordinary milestones in 
different spheres of life.

Another moment of pride and happiness 
for us was when children from our 
Shillong Village were selected to receive 
the prestigious President’s Award for 
Bharat Scout and Guide for the year 
2015. Andrew Lyngdoh, Kyntiakmon 
Jyrwa, Ibadondor Rajee and Lucy Lyngdoh 
from SOS CV Shillong were selected to 
participate in the Award Ceremony at the 
Rashtrapati Bhawan on 5th December 
2016. Andrew received the coveted award 
personally from Hon’ble President of India, 
Shri Pranab Mukherjee. 

Another highlight includes SOS India’s 
Group Foster Care, considered as one 
of the best care model for out-of-home 
children, receiving recognition from the 
Indian government and the legal framework 
of the country. This achievement has been 
possible thanks to our effective advocacy 
efforts which in turn helped in influencing 
the amendments of the Juvenile Justice 
Act, 2015.  SOS Bhubaneswar has received 
the honour of becoming the first SOS 
Children’s Village in the country to receive 
children from the Government authorities 
under the Group Foster Care programme. 
We will continue to put in extra efforts in 
strengthening linkages with our respective 
state governments and bring home children 
in need of care and protection to as many 
locations as possible, across the country.

During this period, we have also emerged 
as a Resource Organisation, conducting 

Heartiest congratulations to 
Kiran, Dulfisha and Diksha 
for winning Bronze Medal for 
India in Floor Hockey and to 
Vidushi for winning the Best 
Floor Ball player Medal at 
the Special Olympics World 
Winter Games, Austria in 
March, 2017!!  

SOS India Girls Kiran, Vidushi, Dulfisha & 
Diksha (L-R)

You have made us so proud!
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training for State Governments. An MoU 
with the Government of Chhattisgarh 
was signed to impart training and build 
capacity of the functionaries of the 
Government Child Care Homes in the 
State. We also recently conducted a three 
day orientation programme at Raipur for 
the superintendents, care-givers and social 
workers related to Child Care Institutions 
of the state during the month of December 
2016. A similar initiative in partnership 
with the state government of Telengana is 
also in the pipeline.

We were able to engage better with our 
external stakeholders and many of our 
Corporate friends through employee 
engagement events. We collaborated with 
them on various occasions like the Secret 
Santa by Godrej Nature’s Basket for 
Christmas, Saksham Run by Oberoi 
Hotels, Bengaluru to raise funds for us, 
Herbal Life, Mercer Consulting India 
and many others through innovative 
employee engagement initiatives.

During this time SOS India had 
successfully run a campaign called Donate 
for Love which helped create greater 
visibility for the organisation and raise 
funds. 

Our educational institutions continue to 
strive towards excellence while being 
self-sustainable. Some of the additional 
initiatives launched by them are safety 
audits of all educational institutions, social 
responsibility initiatives in partnership 
with our Family Strengthening Programme 
Teams at grass roots level and building 
curriculum for new SOS children coming 
home to our villages.

Friends, it is important for us to use our 
time and resources wisely and move 
forward as decisively and swiftly as we 
can, in 2017. That will only be possible 
with your continued unstinted support 
and our dedicated hard work in service 
of children. The year ahead will bring its 
own challenges, but I’m sure that by way 
of collaborations, staying focused on our 
priorities and putting the wellbeing of our 
children above everything else, our efforts 

and initiatives will certainly enable us to 
achieve all our goals. 

Let us re-dedicate ourselves to a common 
goal to strengthen SOS Children’s Villages 
of India as a Child First, Innovative, 
Accountable and Impactful Organisation 
and reach out to as many parentless, 
abandoned and vulnerable children as 
possible who are in need of care, protection 
and holistic development.

Happy Rongali Bihu, Baisakhi, 
Noboborsho, Vishu, Ugadi to you and your 
loved ones!

Warms Regards,

Anuja Bansal
Secretary General

SOS Children’s Villages of India 
launched the #DonateForLove 
Campaign in October 2016 spanning 
six months. It was a part of an Asia 
Regional Campaign run by SOS 
International in four Asian countries, 
India, Sri Lanka, Indonesia and 
Thailand.

#DonateforLove spoke of the meaning 
of love and how a parentless and 
abandoned child finds this, the most 
fundamental need for all of us, within 
the SOS Family. It also showcased 
how funds raised by the organisation 
are transparently utilised. The message 
of the campaign was run on social 
media, website, FM radio and Cinema 
Halls. A special campaign page was 
created as a landing page: http://www.
soschildrensvillages.in/donateforlove

The objective of this campaign is to 
effectively communicate to the potential 
donor the path his/her donation takes in 
to a child’s life. It showcases how every 
donation we receive enhances every aspect 
of a child’s life and contributes to her/his 
holistic development. The donor’s generosity 
fills a child’s life with love, the bedrock of a 
happy and fulfilled life! The campaign has 
so far included multiple offline and online 
activations carried out by means of a social 
media and cinema hall campaign as well 
as radio spots and a short film specifically 
created for this project. The promotional 
activities have been held in most of the tier 1 
cities across India.

This fund raising campaign was aimed at 
encouraging people to donate to support once 
parentless and vulnerable children so as to 
give them a fresh lease of life. 

Donate for love caMpaign
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Message froM presiDent

Dear Friends,

I wish you all fantastic new beginnings as 
the season turns and a New Year begins! In 
this issue of SOS Messenger, we present 
to you stories of resilience, courage and 
excellence. Over the last few months, 
there have been significant developments 
as well as innovations and SOS India has 
made great strides in many spheres. The 
organization has not only reached out to a 
greater audience and donors, strengthening 
new as well as existing alliances with 
external stakeholders, but has also 
successfully built on its own internal 
resources. This edition of the Messenger 
aims to capture just that!

Your generosity has gone a long way in 
helping us continue our work for over half 
a century in India. We would do anything 
in our capacity to retain the trust and faith 
you have bestowed upon us in the service 
of children in need of care and protection. 
Through this edition of the Messenger, 
we would like to inform you that we have 
revised our donation options with effect 
from January 1, 2017. Please allow me 
to explain why we have had to do the 
revision. 

The actual expenses incurred in the Family 
Based Care model are much higher than 

“How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment before 
starting to improve the world.”    – Anne Frank

the quantum of donations we get within 
the country. The shortfall was being 
funded through a subsidy received from 
our parent Organisation in Austria. This 
subsidy will stop completely by the year 
2020, hence we have to align the donation 
we get within the country to cover the full 
costs we incur.. The increase starts from 
now to cover this gap, by spreading it 
across the next few years. 

Additionally, the costs have also gone 
up over the past few years due to the 
following reasons:

Educational Improvements: There 
have been increases in school fees across 
locations in the last two years. There 
have been additional expenses due to our 
focus on making our children computer 
literate and proficient in English language 
to enhance their employability.. We 
have collaborated with organizations 
like English Helper and LIQVID to 
help children develop better command 
over the English language. We also do 
assessment of cognitive abilities of our 
children through Multiple Intelligence 
and Multiple Natures (MIMN) tests. 
Proper assessment of aptitude enables the 
children to choose an appropriate career 
path and hence a relevant higher study 
course.

Admizzionz Campuz, our partner for 
career counseling and college admission 
assistance, also helps our children to 
pursue appropriate courses (based on their 
aptitude) in premier colleges of India with 
a high focus on cost optimisation without 
sacrificing quality.

Holistic Development: Increase in our 
children’s engagement in holistic extra- 
curricular activities, such as computer 
literacy classes, yoga classes, art and 
music classes etc. to ensure their overall 
development.

Nutritional and other Needs: Basis 
the recommendations from the study 
conducted by a panel of reputed 
nutritionists, we have introduced 
significant improvements in the food and 
nutritional intake of all our children. The 
clothing allowance has been increased to 
meet the actual needs of the children.

On behalf of the entire SOS Family, I 
would like to thank you whole-heartedly 
for your kind, generous and continued 
support for our cause and work. Your 
contribution goes a long way in changing 
the lives of thousands and I do hope it 
gives you as much satisfaction as it does to 
us, if not more.

I look forward to your continued support.

With warm regards,

S. Sandilya
President

SOS Children’s Villages of India

Your generosity has gone 
a long way in helping us 
continue our work for over 
half a century in india. We 
would do anything in our 
capacity to retain the trust 
and faith you have bestowed 
upon us in the service of 
children in need of care and 
protection. 
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sos tarang 

Declared by the UN General Assembly 
in 1954, the Universal Children’s Day 
signifies the protection of a number of 
children’s rights namely the right to 
life, to health, to education and to play. 
Included amongst these are the rights to a 
family life, to be protected from violence, 
to not be discriminated and to have their 
views heard. The National Sports and 
Culture Competition 2016, namely SOS 
Tarang, is a culmination and celebration 
of all that it stands for.

To commemorate Universal Children’s 
Day, SOS India organised a series of 
regional and zonal level competitions 
over the last quarter to highlight and 
showcase the talents of SOS Children in 
the fields of arts, culture and sports. The 
series culminated into the National Level 
Competitions and a grand finale event 
which was organised from 23rd to 25th 
November 2016. Children from across 
the 32 Children’s Villages took part in 
these competitions. 

The event commenced on the 23rd of 
November with the inauguration of a 
collage specially created by SOS children 
for the event. On 24th November, 
2016 the Football and Basketball Final 
matches were held, amongst a surge 
of anticipation and excitement, at the 
Herman Gmeiner School, Fairdabad and 
at the SOS Children’s Villages of India 
Greenfields respectively.

The final day of the event saw the 
preliminary Music Competition held 
during the day at the Herman Gmeiner 

- A Celebration of Child Rights

School in Faridabad. The grand finale along 
with the prize distribution ceremony was 
held at the India Islamic Centre at Lodhi 
Road in New Delhi. The event was hosted by 
the very amiable Ms. Heena Sheikh, a settled 
SOS Youth from SOS CV Bhopal. Children 
from across India performed enthusiastically, 
spreading joy all around. Their months of 
hard work and determination were evident in 
the quality of their performances. 

Ms. Suneeta Rao, a well-known singer 
remembered for the block buster hit “Pari 
Hun Main” was the Guest of Honour for the 
Grand Finale on 25th November, 2016 at 
The Islamic Centre. She performed one song 
live with a select group of SOS Children. 
Ms. Rao, an illustrious singer was moved 
watching the children perform as well as 
hearing some of the settled youth narrate 
their stories. As a sign off to the event, the 
Indian National Anthem was presented by 
the special children from SOS Children’s 
Village, Khajurikalan in sign language. In 
attendance at the event were prominent 
board members of SOS Children’s Villages 
of India and many other distinguished 
guests. 

The penultimate surprise item was an 
impromptu bharatanatyam dance by our 
twins from Bengaluru Ms.  Archana and Ms. 
Chetana. It turned out to be one of the high 
points of the event.

The event concluded in high spirits and 
renewed vigour amongst the children to 
perform even better in 2017. Given below 
is the list of all the winners across all 
categories.

SOS

BASkEtBAll 
FOR GiRlS

Winner 
West Zone:  
1. Sayli  
2. Fatima  
3. Joiety 
4. Mansi 
5. Sakshi  
6. Anjali  
7. Aboli  
8. Mahadevi

Runner-Up 
South Zone

BOyS FOOtBAll

Winner 
West Zone: 
1. Dhyan panda  
2. Om pawar  
3. rohit 
4. Ajay 
5. Vijay ingole  
6. Vijay Chavda  
7. Bhagchand  
8. Kamal  
9. Narayan 
10. Arvinder 
11. ranjit 
12. Anji Mahesh  
13. rohit Sungar  
14. Rohit Waghatkar 
15. Subham  

Runner-Up
North Zone
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awarD to sos cv 
shillong froM 
presiDent of inDia
26th January is celebrated across the 
country as the Republic Day and just 
like the entire nation, SOS Children’s 
Villages also joins in the festivities 
joyously. However, this year marked 
a special honour for SOS India. It was 
a proud moment for the Organisation 
when four children of SOS CV 
Shillong were selected to be the 
recipients of the President’s Award. 
Three children namely Ibadondor 
Rajee, Lucy Lyngdoh, Kyntiakmon 
Jyrwa of SOS CV Shillong and 
one youth Andrew Lyngdoh of 
Youth House 1 were selected for 
the President’s Award for Bharat 
Scouts and Guides for the year 2015. 
Ibadondor Rajee and Andrew were 
selected to participate in the award 
ceremony at the Rashtrapati Bhawan 
on December 5, 2016. Andrew 
received the award personally with 
another awardee Guide of Meghalaya.  

SOlO SiNGiNG

1. Category (6-10 years)

 Winner-East Zone 
Riakhor Kharbani 
(Shillong Village)  

 runner Up-South Zone 
Cloudin (Cochin Village)

2. Category (11-14 years)

 Winner-West Zone  
Asiya rohit Sharma 
(Alibaug Village)

 runner Up-South Zone 
Dev Darshini  
(puducherry Village) 

3. Category (15-18 years)

 Winner-North Zone 
Gurvinder  
(rajpura Village)

 runner Up-East Zone 
Savita Kumari  
(Begusarai Village)

On this occasion, Hon’ble President of 
India, HE Shri Pranab Mukherjee said 
“We must collectively preserve the core 
values of pluralism, compassionate 
coexistence and secularism that have 
served, over the years, to safeguard the 
very fabric of our society.”

Andrew, a student of 8th class, aims 
to become a commercial pilot while 
Ibadondor who is currently in 11th 
Class  wishes to be a successful dentist. 
Lucy has ambitions to be an architect. 
Kyntiak, currently pursuing his 
Bachelor’s in Business Administration 
from a reputed college of Shillong 
aspires to become an HR professional 
once he completes his MBA.

Bharat Scouts & Guides, commonly 
known as BSG, is national scouting and 
guiding association of India recognized 
by Government of India. BSG now has 
over 5.7 million members across India.

SOS
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KaMla Manucha how your Money is 
utiliseD?

94 years old Kamla Manucha is at the 
center of an incredible story of social 
commitment of one individual to 
vulnerable children who have no one to 
call their own. Her story is incredible 
because she has been supporting the work 
of SOS Children’s Villages of India for 
over 40 years! It all started when she was 
serving as the Principal of the Auroville 
School in Kalkaji. In the year 1973, two 
children from SOS Children’s Village 
Green Fields Faridabad were enrolled 
in the school to pursue their education. 
During that time Late J.N. Kaul, President 
of SOS Children’s Village of India, visited 
the school and invited Ms. Manucha 
to visit the Village. This was her first 
formal introduction to SOS India’s work 
and she was deeply moved by what she 
saw. However, her belief in the cause 
strengthened further once she visited the 
SOS Village in Bhimtal. At Bhimtal, she 
pledged to support the education and 
development of two more children namely 

“the best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.”  
– Mahatma Gandhi

Prerna and Bhawana. Both girls are now 
well settled in their respective lives.

40 years hence, Kamla Manucha’s 
partnership with SOS India continues to 
burgeon and grow. She has now decided 
to supports children in their pursuit of 
higher education. Towards this end, Ms. 
Manucha plans to create and bequeath a 
Fixed Deposit of a total sum of Rs. 30 lacs 
to SOS Children’s Villages of India. The 
interest generated on this sum will continue 
to support the educational needs of the 
children year on year.

This lady with an extra-large heart filled 
with kindness and generosity, aims to leave 
behind a legacy for SOS India which will 
help enrich and empower lives of children 
in years to come. We couldn’t be more 
grateful for her continued assistance and 
hope that this extraordinary story inspires 
others also to come forth with similar 
gestures.

GROUp DANCE 

Winner-South Zone

1. Arya 
2. Jean roy 
3. Angel 
4. Fathima 
5. Archana 
6. Akila 
7. Ann rose

Runner-Up 
North Zone

SOS

tIntegrated Education Suppor

Child’s Family Expenses

Administrative expenses

Health & Nutrition

28%

19%18%

- An inspiration to Others
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We can not visualise a world without our loved 
ones. Imagine abandoned or parentless children 
surviving daily battles of life without love, care or 
support from anyone. Give a child a loving home 
so that no child has to grow up alone!

10,800

21,600

1,08,000

beyonD the hippocratic 
oath 

Stance Biogenics Private Limited is a 
Kolkata based pharmaceutical company, 
engaged in manufacturing of chemical 
products and medicines since 2010. Mr. 
Ritesh Mazumder, CEO, Stance Biogenics, 
has pledged to support the once parentless 
children with SOS Children’s Villages of 
India through a unique partnership. 

Through this partnership, Stance and its team 
has committed to spread awareness about 
the impact delivered by SOS India within 
the medical fraternity which is their target 
group. It would further urge their clients, the 
Doctors, to take a pledge of support towards 
sponsoring children under the care of SOS 
India. 

Medical practitioners are some of the most 
respected citizens of the country, by virtue of 
their noble profession and contribution to the 
society. Now, with the intervention of Stance 
Biogenics, they would be further enabled 
to contribute towards holistic development 
of once parentless and abandoned children 
under our care. The start of this innovative 
and revolutionary partnership has already 
resulted in 22 medical practitioners coming 
ahead and supporting our children in the 
first two months. We truly appreciate 
such commitment and wish for a long 
and successful partnership with Stance 
Biogenics. 

- A Unique partnership with Stance Biogenics

Ritesh Mazumder

Suneeta Rao performs with SOS children during SOS Tarang Grand Finale

M
D

172130N
1

All donations are eligible for 50% tax exemption 
under section 80G of the income Tax Act, 1961


