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Dear Friend,

I thank you for your valuable support to our children over the past year. 
I believe that extraordinary things can happen when people set aside 
their differences, come together and ask, “How can I help?” This 
cooperative spirit has been instrumental to our progress. Each of us 
brings something valuable to the table but when we work together and 
harness our unique capabilities, we can move mountains.

We do have mountains to move in 2018. With your continued support, 
I can confidently proclaim that we will continue to impact the lives of 
children living in SOS Children's Villages by ensuring that they grow 
up in a safe environment with a loving family and acquire the skills to 
blossom into capable independent adults. 

I wish you and your families a year of awakenings, new learnings and 
success in everything you do.

Warm regards,
S. Sandilya
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Gratitude to our 
Friends

Collaboration with Individual Partners
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HAPPY
HOLI

The very thought of the Festival of 

Holi brings to mind a picture of 

merriment that has few parallels. 

It's a day that is celebrated with 

great joy and enthusiasm by our 

children in all SOS Children's 

Villages. This issue of SOS 

Messenger celebrates this 

spirit of Holi and wishes that 

the occasion brings with it 

good health, good fortune 

and brighter futures for our 

children. Happy Holi to all our 

readers and well wishers!
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Dear Friend,

At the outset, I would like to thank you for giving us the strength and 
support, which has helped in our collective success. 2017 has been a 
very enriching and eventful year for us. Our children and youth have 
made us proud with their hard work and achievements. All thanks to 
our co-workers who worked relentlessly to help the children. Their 
immense optimism, never-give-up attitude, and selfless love has 
made SOS Mothers our role models and inspiration. 

In 2018, we will continue to focus on improving individual care and 
education and better settlement of our youth. We must leverage our 
individual and collective strength to do better, and for this, we need 
you to stand by us. Together, we can ensure that No Child Grows 
Up Alone! I wish you and your families a happy, healthy and 
peaceful 2018. 



SOS INDIA HELPS PREMILA’S DREAM COME TRUE

WILL YOU HELP US 
EMPOWER CHILDREN?
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FAMILY STRENGTHENING PROGRAMME

HONEST SURYA RETURNS OVER RS 1 LAKH THAT HE 
STUMBLED UPON ON THE STREET

Your support helps us teach children empathy and ethics with money

Parentless or abandoned children are vulnerable to child 

trafficking, child labour and child abuse. By supporting SOS India, 

you can ensure that children not only get the skills and education 

to chase their dreams but also get imparted with values of 

love, friendship, kindness and honesty – to become good 

human beings.

DID
YOU

KNOW

actively participated in SOS India-led 
development workshops and was 
appointed president of Ekta Bal 
Panchayat. Her academic perfor-
mance improved and she cleared her 
Class XII board examination with first 
division marks. 

Two years after her enrolment in FSP, 
Premila was awarded a financial grant 
under the Government's 'Beti Padhao 
Beti Bachao' scheme to pursue a 
Diploma in Computer Applications. The 
qualification has helped Premila secure 
employment with NGO Marag where 
she works as an MIS coordinator, 
earning Rs 6,000 per month. Premila 
thanks SOS India for empowering her 
career and transforming her life. 

Premila is the daughter of Ramila and 
Ramji Marwada, and the eldest of four 
siblings. Her family lives in a shanty, in 
Bhimrav Nagar, Bhuj. Her parents’ 
meagre income was not enough to meet 
the family's expenses. Their dire 
economic situation forced the parents to 
consider pulling Premila out of school 
and getting her married. 

Fortunately, Premila was introduced 
to our intervention programme 
around this time. After numerous 
counseling sessions, Premila's 
father allowed her to continue her 
studies. Simultaneously, she was 
also enrolled in a computer course, to 
strengthen her employable skills. She 

While studying in Class X, Premila almost dropped out of school due to 
poverty. The timely intervention of SOS India empowered her not only to 
finish school but also a computer course that eventually landed her a 
job – and the means to augment her family’s income.

FAMILY BASED CARE

Surya Prakash, along with his two younger 
sisters, was brought to SOS Village Jaipur 
as a child and placed under the loving care 
of SOS Mother Bhagwati. He had had a 
traumatic past with his parents being 
imprisoned for life. Now 15 years old and a 
student of Class VII, Surya dreams of 
becoming a professional basketball player, 
and loves flying kites and mathematics. 
Who would have thought that this little boy 
would one day be honoured for his honesty 
and become famous throughout Jaipur?

Young Surya found 1500 Euro on the road 
near Major Shaitan Singh Colony in 
Shashtri Nagar. Instead of pocketing the 
money and spending it, he reported it to 
Youth Coworker Ramanna and handed the 
entire amount to the local police. The 
European Union currency is equivalent to 
Rs 1,18,333. 

The Jaipur Police officials were deeply 
impressed with Surya’s honesty and moral 
values. Additional Commissioner of Police, 
Mr Prafull Kumar, awarded Surya with a 
memento and asked him to display the 
same honesty throughout his life. He 
appreciated the way the young boy has 
been nurtured too and congratulated SOS 
Village Jaipur for the same. This incident 
was also published in various leading media 
publications in Jaipur.

the latter can more easily fulfill the 
fundamental human needs which support a 
good mental health. These are the 
teachings that not only empower children 
with skills and knowledge but also help them 
to become good and kind citizens. Your 
continued support will ensure that children, 
the future of our nation, blossom into 
responsible, empathetic and ethical adults.

Your support helps us at SOS India to teach 
children the difference between aspiring to 
extrinsic goals of wealth, image and fame; 
versus intrinsic goals of friendship, honesty 
and kindness. While the former can often 
lead to feelings of emptiness and despair, 

Surya’s integrity was published in leading dailies 
of Jaipur including Hindustan Times, Nav Jyoti, 
Punjab Kesri and Daily News.

However, there are still many girls 

like Premila whose dreams of 

b lossoming into  financia l ly 

independent and employed adults 

remain unfulfilled. There are many 

f a m i l i e s ,  w h o  p r e f e r  t h e i r 

daughters to drop out of school 

and get married. Through the 

Family Strengthening Programme, 

SOS India aims to fight these 

battles and help these children 

gain a platform and pursue their 

education and dreams. 
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COLLABORATION WITH INDIVIDUAL PARTNERS AWARDS AND RECOGNITION

MR. G N KATHPALIA – A 92-YEAR-OLD FRIEND OF SOS INDIA
Spreading joy to once parentless and abandoned children for over a decade

Having the right support makes it easier to achieve your goals. At SOS India, the love and 
support we receive from our partners drives our endeavour towards providing 'a loving home 
for every child'. Their contribution is valuable, and essential, in sustaining the long-term care 
we provide to once parentless and abandoned children. In this issue of SOS Messenger, we 
salute the spirit of giving of Mr G N Kathpalia, a nonagenarian who has been committed to our 
cause for over a decade. 

SOS Messenger: What influenced your 
decision to associate with our organisation?

Mr Kathpalia: Children are the most 
vulnerable segment in any society. It was 
disheartening to read reports in the media that 
document their plight. We were determined to 
do something about it; by associating with a 
cause that genuinely cared for children. We 
visited an SOS Children's Village, after which 
we decided to sponsor the care and education 
of once parentless and abandoned children. 

SOS Messenger: What do you like most 
about your association with SOS India and 
why? 

Mr Kathpalia: We visited SOS Village 
Greenfields and found that it was run 
efficiently and managed well. It is a big place 
with many homes for mothers and children. 
Everybody lives there as a family. We spoke 
to several children and found them happy and 
well mannered too. After the visit, we decided 
to sponsor a child and her education. We have 
gradually raised the number of sponsorships 
to four children.

SOS Messenger: What do you see as the 
most valuable aspect of your association? 

Mr Kathpalia: It gives us immense happiness 
and satisfaction in knowing that our funds are 
being well used for nurturing and education of 
children, who are now living in a new family. 
We receive progress reports of our sponsored 
children and we are confident that they will do 
well in life.

SOS Messenger: Is there anything that you 
would like to suggest to enhance the quality of 
our child-care programme? 

Mr Kathpalia: In light of the reports we read in 
the media about child molestation and abuse, 
sex education can be imparted right from an 
early age, and continued throughout their 
teens. I suggest a learning video can be made 
with the help of a knowledgeable person 
because such subjects cannot be easily 
communicated by teachers or parents. 

The staff and children of SOS Children's 
Villages shall forever be grateful to 
Mr Kathpalia for his invaluable support, 
and wishes him good health and 
happiness always.

YOUR DONATION HELPS US EMPOWER 
CHILDREN BY NURTURING THEIR TALENT

Gauri, Sunita, Anjali, Anadi 
and Aditi received cash 
prizes of Rs 5,100 and a 
certificate each for their 
performances in drawing, 
pa in t ing  and  s ing ing 
competitions held in the 
Village. The awards were given on the occasion of National 
Girl Child Day celebration by Smt. Kavita Jain, Minister of 
Women & Child Development, Haryana, in Panchkula on 
January 24, 2018.

National Girl Child Day Celebrations in Haryana
SOS Village, Faridabad

SOS youth Subho Bhowmick got a chance to 
deliver the match ball at the start of Indian 
Super League match between 
ATK and Jamshedpur FC on 
January 28. We thank our 
partner Team DHL India for 
providing this wonderful 
exposure to our youth.

Football, fun and frolic
SOS Youth Facility Arunodaya, Kolkata

Ashutosh Pandey, Mohd 
Sharique, Aman Singh and 
Anupriya Singh, students 
of Classes IX to XI, have 
won the Ministry of Science 
a n d  Te c h n o l o g y ’ s 
I N S P I R E  A w a r d s  o f 
Rs 10,000 each for their 
science exhibits. Their projects have also been displayed in 
CBSE National Science Exhibition, in New Delhi.

Recognition for our young scientists
SOS Village, Varanasi

Congratulations to Arjumand and 
Zamrooda from SOS Vil lage 
Srinagar for achieving 96.8% and 
93.8% respectively in their Class 
X examinations.

Passion for learning and achieving
SOS Village, Srinagar

BREAKTHROUGH INNOVATION
IN SUSTAINABILITY AND CSR

SOS India was awarded for 
incorporating sustainable care 
pract ices in  i ts  in tervent ion 
p r o g r a m m e s  a n d  a d o p t i n g 
innovative practices in providing 
alternate care, thereby impacting 
communities.
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Awarded for Developing Sustainable 
Strategies by Global CSR.

The award recognises SOS India's 
endeavours in creating a motivating 
and a positive work environment for 
its workforce.

SOS INDIA AWARDED FOR ITS 
INNOVATIVE PROGRAMMES, 
DEVELOPING SUSTAINABLE 
STRATEGIES AND AN 
EXEMPLARY WORKPLACE 
ENVIRONMENT



10,800

21,600

108,000

All donations are eligible for 50% tax exemption 
under section 80G of the income Tax Act, 1961

ADD COLOUR TO A CHILD’S LIFE WITH 
YOUR DONATION

This Holi, fill up a child’s life with the colours of 
love and care. Give them a loving home so that 
no child grows up alone in darkness, without 
family, love, identity and safety. 

Scan to donate to 
SOS Children’s Village

SOS Children’s Villages of India
National Office: Plot No.4, Block C-1, 
Nelson Mandela Marg, Vasant Kunj, 
New Delhi – 110070, India
Tel: +91-11-43239200
E-mail: soscvi@soscvindia.org
Website: www.soschildrensvillages.in

Please accept my gift of:

Donation Form

I wish to make my gift by:

Authorising SOSCVIndia to charge
the indicated amount from my credit card

Card No.:

Expiry Date:

Date:

Enclosing my cheque no ................................
drawn on ................................(Bank) favour of
“SOS Children’s Villages of India”

NOTE: You can claim your tax exemption
via the donation receipt.

Signature

a year to sponsor a child

I am an existing sponsor / donor Yes No

If yes, my Donor ID is ..........................................

Name (Mr./Ms.) ....................................................

DOB:

Address ...............................................................

..........................................PIN ............................

a year to sponsor a child and his
education

a year to sponsor 10 children

(any amount)

.............................................................................

Ph. .......................................................................

Email. ..................................................................
M

D
1
8
2
1
3
0
N

1

National Office: Plot No.4, Block C-1, 

Nelson Mandela Marg, Vasant Kunj, 

New Delhi – 110070, India

Tel: +91-11-43239200

E-mail: soscvi@soscvindia.org

www.soschildrensvillages.in

www.facebook.com/sosindia

www.twitter.com/SOSVillageINDIA

www.instagram.com/soschildrensvillagesindia 

www.youtube.com/user/sosCVIndia

Credits: SOS India Communication Team with support from Bhasha Advertising

SOS INDIA APPEALS FOR GREATER 
ALLOCATION OF FUNDS FOR THE GIRL 
CHILD IN 2018 BUDGET 

Just days before the presentation of the Union Budget, 
SOS India Secretary General Ms Anuja Bansal appealed 
for a dedicated fund for the healthcare and education of 
girls, on the occasion of National Girl Child Day on January 
24. This was featured in leading news publications such as 
Business Standard, Outlook, The New Indian Express, 
Yahoo News, India Education Diary, Asoka News, ABP 
Live and New Kerala amongst many others. 

“Given the benefit that education has on society, 
we seek a minimum five percent allocation 
towards the same, which should be equally split 
between girls and boys.”

“Access to healthcare also plays an important 
role in ensuring the future of the girl child while 
addressing her vulnerability. Therefore, we seek 
an increased budget allocation of at least 1.5 
percent more than last year's allocation.”

– Ms Anuja Bansal, Secretary General


