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MESSAGE
FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Friends,
The success of SOS Children's Villages of India is grounded in our
collective commitment to our core values of courage, commitment, trust and accountability. At the foundation of these values is
total, unyielding integrity. In this edition of the SOS Messenger,
you will read about the recent developments at SOS India. I am
also sharing some of the efforts to align ourselves with our Strategy
2030 and Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) by making our
organisation simpler, agile and more digital.
Our strategy focuses on preventing family separation, ensuring
quality alternative care and preparing the children for leading
independent lives in the future. This impact will also bring
progress towards realising ﬁve of the SDGs (1, 4, 8, 10 and 16) of
reducing inequalities, eliminating poverty, imparting quality
education and achieving economic growth with peaceful and
strong institutions.
In the last few months, we have made real progress in ensuring
inclusive and equitable quality education and promoting lifelong
learning opportunities for the children of SOS Villages. To bridge
the gap in learning abilities for the grown up children entering our
system, a preparatory curriculum was developed by our in-house
team of curriculum experts. This helped provide a strong groundwork to the newly admitted children prior to enrolling them into
the formal education system.
I would also like to share some of the developments at the schools
run by us. We are integrating technology into our education
programmes by leveraging digital tools to enhance our services.
For instance, a mobile application, developed for Hermann
Gmeiner School, has been launched to improve communication
with parents. Parents are now able to get daily updates like their
child's attendance, information on upcoming events and holidays;
examination schedules, etc. Keeping in mind the importance of
democratisation of dissemination of information, we also initiated
digital libraries in all Herman Gmeiner Schools in which around
2000 books have been uploaded.
Ensuring healthy lives and promoting well-being is essential to the
core of our programmes. We have made signiﬁcant strides in
increasing awareness for eradicating a wide range of diseases and

addressing emerging health issues and its linkages with our
environment. After all, healthy people are the foundation for
healthy economies. Our SOS Children's Villages have made sure
to support the call to action suggested in the 70th World Health
Assembly organised this year by celebrating international health
days. It was done with an aim to create awareness about the
importance of good health for all especially for the most vulnerable such as women and children. Our children from Faridabad
supported World No Tobacco Day by initiating a rally in the city
for interacting with the citizens about the harmful effects of
tobacco on the environment, economy and the people. Our
message involved convincing people to quit smoking and lead
better lives. Our children from SOS Guwahati also celebrated
International Yoga Day by participating in a Yoga Session
conducted by Art of Living Happiness Programme. The importance of implementing yoga was emphasised upon and the children
resolved to practice yoga at least three times a week. Our children
from SOS Hyderabad also observed World Environment Day
wherein a tree plantation programme, in collaboration with the
Resident Association Members of BHEL MIG Society was
organised.
This brings me to my ﬁnal point about how partnering with
stakeholders and the youth can lead to accomplishment of greater
successes. The old adage, “two heads are better than one” has been
around for over centuries as the most effective problem solving
happens when one combines resources in talent, experience,
ﬁnances and infrastructure. We recently partnered with DHL India
to empower lesser privileged youth to inculcate employable skills
and equip them with job opportunities. This is being done through
our Vocational Training Centres. The second edition of the
internship programme SOS Buddy was also initiated in the recent
months. Youth are the backbone of the nation and can work as
compelling agents of change. We, at SOS India, engaged them in
our programme to work to contribute to the life of lesser privileged
children by helping raise funds.
I am happy to announce that SOS India also inaugurated its ﬁrst
holistic community development pilot project at Reha in Bhuj
district under our Family Strengthening Programme. It is a new
intervention structured to create sustainable rural communities.
While we focus on providing care for the vulnerable children in
such areas and simultaneously help augment income of the care
givers, the approach in holistic development is to cover other areas
with the help of partners so that the improvements brought about
by our efforts are sustained over longer periods. In other words the
community's development is relatively comprehensive. This
would be aided by the joint contribution of SOS India and other
partners over a span of ﬁve years that we normally engage in an
area in our Family Strengthening Programmes.
On behalf of the entire SOS Family, I now would like to thank you
whole-heartedly for your kind, generous and continued support for
our cause and work. Your contribution goes a long way in changing
the lives of thousands and I do hope it gives you as much satisfaction as it does to us, if not more.
Look forward to your ongoing support and hard work.

S. Sandilya
President, SOS Children’s Villages of India

SOS Children’s Villages of India

A PROVIDENTIAL RARE ESCAPE AND
SAVING A BABY FROM THE WILDERNESS
FA M I LY B A S E D C A R E L E A D S T O A Q U A L I TAT I V E I M P R O V E M E N T I N T H E
L I V E S O F C H I L D R E N , E N S U R I N G B E T T E R I N T E G R AT I O N A N D S E T T L E M E N T

Dr. Ashok Kumar Gupta and SOS Varanasi together helped Manish, a four-hourold baby, recover from the jaws of death i.e. a vicious animal attack
anish’s wish came true on his ﬁrst
birthday… he regained usage of his right
leg! The previous year, he was found as a
baby of a few hours, abandoned in a sugarcane ﬁeld in
Varanasi. He was barely alive, with a carnivore having
eaten his right thigh and calf muscle and his umbilical
cord still intact. He was rushed to the Institute of
Medical Sciences, Varanasi to be treated by Dr. Ashok
Kumar Gupta, a renowned Plastic and Microvascular
Surgeon. Here he was provided initial care for the life
threatening and incapacitating tissue and nerve
damage, which ensured the child’s survival.

M

Manish’s life was renewed at SOS Village Varanasi
which became home for him and bore all his medical
expenses. SOS Mother Nirmala Singh took utmost
care to nurture him and his injuries in order to ensure
that he grew up to be a healthy youth. Manish
underwent several restorative surgeries in the years to
come.

surgeons and 12 nursing staff- which restored his right
leg completely.
His SOS mother and SOS Village Varanasi were
committed to ensure that Manish grew up with
familial love, in a safe and secure environment. He
went on to secure 92% in his Secondary School Board
Examination and proved that with courage, kindness
and determination, one can combat all obstacles and
emerge a winner. SOS Mother Nirmala states that “he
is very courageous and good in studies. We are
thankful to the hospital administration and the team of
doctors who have been very cooperative”.
Manish is now a 15 years old healthy
boy, recovering happily at the SOS
Children's Village at Varanasi.

Dr. Gupta deemed it the “functioning muscle transfer
surgical procedure” wherein blood vessels are
transferred from other parts of the body and attached
to the wounded bits. “According to Manish’s height
and growth, we needed to perform the surgery at
speciﬁc age intervals. So his ﬁrst surgery was when he
was four months old, the second when he was ﬁve
years old and the third when he was 13,” says Dr.
Gupta.
Manish found hope again in the company of his new
brothers and sisters, mother, aunt and friends within
the SOS Village Community. “It is thanks to my
earlier surgeries that I am able to walk now”, says
Manish. His ﬁnal surgery came after his 13th birthday
when he underwent a path breaking 28-hour long
procedure involving two anaesthetists, two paediatric
surgeons, three orthopaedic surgeons, ﬁve plastic

MANISH FOUND HOPE AGAIN
IN THE COMPANY OF HIS NEW
BROTHERS AND SISTERS,
MOTHER, AUNT AND FRIENDS
WITHIN THE SOS VILLAGE
COMMUNITY.
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MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY GENERAL
Dear Friends,
I feel privileged to share the latest edition of the SOS
Messenger! It gives me an opportunity to share our
relentless effort and endeavour to impact and transform
lives of children beneﬁtting from various Programmes
run by SOS Children's Villages of India. Over the last
few months, there have been signiﬁcant innovations
that have given us great stories to share with you all.
The trust and faith bestowed upon us by our partners
and donors has always motivated us to move forward in
all our spheres and I assure you we would continue to
work hard to achieve higher goals. In this edition of
SOS Messenger, I would like to highlight a few
milestones from the last quarter that have marked
proud moments for all of us at SOS India.
As for the accreditations, SOS India was awarded the
highest rating of VO 1A by CRISIL in the month of
April, 2017. This grading is granted to a Voluntary
Organisation. The rating has been upgraded this year
from the earlier rating of VO 2A. This distinguishes our
organisation from many other non-proﬁt organisations
for its ﬁnancial transparency and delivery capability
with respect to the stated objectives.
This year, SOS Children's Villages of India was the ﬁrst
ever NGO to be invited and to win in the ﬁfth edition of
Business Superbrands Awards. Our organisation was
one of the winners among many big names like
Vodafone, American Express, Yes Bank and many
more.
In the last few months, initiatives to strengthen our
relationship with our partners and donors were also
undertaken with the launch of three brand new Donor
Clubs. This step was taken in order to appreciate the
generous contributions made, helping us in turn to
progress in our mission. Through these clubs, we also
aim at thanking our highest benefactors and motivate
others to upgrade for the betterment of our children.

Mothers are the pillars of SOS India's Family Based
Care Model. It is because of them that we have come
this far in our journey of working for the welfare of
once parentless or abandoned children. Given this
context, I take immense pride to announce that SOS
Mother Geeta from SOS Children's Village Khajuri
Kalan, a Village dedicated to caring for children with
special needs, was awarded the Helmut Kutin Award
for 2017. She shared the award with another SOS
mother Mariam Traore from SOS Children's Villages
of Burkina Faso. The prestigious award ceremony was
held on July 5, 2017 in Berlin, Germany. Mr. Kutin
presented this honour to the awardees himself.
At SOS India, among many other goals set for the
welfare of children, the main one is for them to realise
and reach their highest potential. This year, we are
happy to announce the outstanding academic results of
our children from class X and XII.
• In Class X, Sneha from SOS Nagapattinam has
scored the highest marks with 97%.
• In Class XII CBSE Board, Prabhat from SOS
Greenﬁelds scored the highest with 95%. Prabhat
has cleared the JEE Mains and has also taken the
JEE Advanced Exam.
• In Class XII State Board, G. Dhanlaxmi from SOS
Vishakhapatnam scored 96.5%.
• 12 children in Class X and 12 children in Class XII
scored above 85%.
On behalf of the entire SOS Family, I would like to
thank everyone who has contributed in our mission and
has helped us climb the ladder of success in our cause
and work. Your support goes a long way in
transforming lives of thousands of children. In order to
ensure that we move along the right path, it is important
for us to use all our resources and time efﬁciently.
Together, let us re-dedicate ourselves to work harder
and strive towards strengthening SOS Children's
Villages of India as a Child First, Innovative,
Accountable and Impactful Organisation.
Regards,

Anuja Bansal
Secretary General,
SOS Children’s Villages of India

SOS Children’s Villages of India

SOS INDIA LAUNCHES ITS FIRST HOLISTIC
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROJECT IN REHA, BHUJ
FA M I LY S T R E N G T H E N I N G P R O G R A M M E E N S U R E S C H I L D R E N C O N T I N U E
T O B E N U R T U R E D W I T H I N T H E I R FA M I L I E S

SOS India launched its ﬁrst Holistic Community Development Project at Reha
Village, Bhuj, Gujarat under Family Strengthening Programme. This is a new
programmatic intervention designed with a vision to create sustainable rural
communities.
hese communities are empowered to
increase their standard of living by
generating and maintaining
resources required for the same without
depleting social, economic and environmental
values. Under this scheme, regular villages are
targeted to be converted into modern and well
developed villages with the help of the joint
contribution of SOS India and other partners in a
span of ﬁve years. Reha Village is the pilot
project under this programme.

T

As part of the preparation, a six-day Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) and Micro-Level
Planning (MLP) exercise was conducted with
the help of Panchayati Raj Institute (PRI)
members and communities. Based on the
ﬁndings, a Village Development Plan was
developed with the intention of implementing

one such pilot in each zone. The launch event
was marked by the presence of Chief Guest Shri
Vasanbhai Ahir, Parliament Secretary, Reha
Community leader, Mr S. Sandilya, President of
SOS Children's Villages of India, Ms Anuja
Bansal, Secretary General of SOS Children’s
Villages of India, SOS Village Bhuj family
members and the families of the Reha Village
Community. An informative booklet about the
Project was also launched at the event.
The Project is a natural progression for us in line
with our current activities under the Family
Strengthening Programme. It presents a holistic
framework for bringing about sustainable
development to a rural community, which in turn
will strengthen families and children. We will be
working towards initiating many such sustainable rural communities across the nation.

Residents of Reha and
our families from SOS
Village Bhuj at the
launch.

SOS India leaders Mr S. Sandilya and Ms Anuja Bansal pose with the project booklet along with the
Chief Guest and other dignitaries.
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OUR COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE
HAS EARNED US TOP HONOURS

ENDORSEMENT OF
OUR RELIABILITY

RECOGNITION OF OUR
LEADERSHIP IN
COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT

1st NGO IN BUSINESS
SUPERBRANDS CIRCLE

OUR SPONSORS HELP
PERSPECTIVES
CREATE A BETTER WORLD FROM THE YOUTH
FOR THE CHILDREN
eing a sponsor is one of the most effective,
inspiring and rewarding ways to help your
sponsored child have a better life and future.
Arvind Shah of M/S Asian Star company, is one such kind
soul, who is committed to empower children by helping
them achieve self-sufﬁciency in the long run. Shah's
journey started in 2009 when he initiated sponsorship of
ﬁve children. Having been impressed with the authenticity
of SOS India's work and having witnessed the direct
impact of his contribution on the lives of the children, he
upgraded his sponsorship to ten
children.

B

Shah's contribution has not
only impacted their education
(through his sponsorship for
higher education of a child and
providing school bags for the
entire SOS Village Pune); but
also inﬂuenced the betterment
of their way of life by
sponsoring geysers for the SOS Village Pune to ensure that
the children do not have to endure the wrath of freezing
water in winters.
He continues to be a beacon of hope for our children by
spreading the word about our work and continuing to
contribute more than two lakh rupees every year.
We are grateful to all our child sponsors and their continued
commitment to ensure that no child should grow up alone.

We, at SOS India, believe in engaging with the
youth in order to empower them to speak their
thoughts and share their opinions.
REISHAV GUPTA
(17 years)

SOS Buddy,
National Ofﬁce

I had my reservations about undertaking an internship during Class XI. But when
one is trained, told about the SOS model and
taken to a Village, one’s reservations go away.
The thought that thousands of children being
without a mother, especially since I am very close to my mother,
simply makes one work harder. It was hard work but extremely
rewarding. Meeting different people and talking to them gives one
conﬁdence as well as communication skills. SOS India was
successful in making many of us passionate and hence, the result
shows. To sum up, it was hard and unique work but I learnt a lot and
felt enriched. Acquiring a few close friends in the process
was a bonus.
SANDHYA JHA
(18 years)

Vocational Training
Centre, Nizamuddin

I came to know about Vocational
Training Centre (VTC) through my sister
Sonali who was a student here. I joined the
web designing course here as it has great
career prospects. I want to earn for myself and
my family. I really like it here. The difference between VTC and
other places is that people are more caring here.

IN MEMORY OF A REAL LIFE HERO
Wanteilang Jyrwa, a 23 year old boy from SOS Village
Shillong lost his life while trying to save others.
hile on a visit to Gokarna Beach in Karnataka, Wantei and his
friends were taking a dip in the sea when they noticed the waters
rising rapidly. Prudently, the boys decided to return to shore. It was
then that the boys heard a call for help from a father and son, who were
drowning in the sea. Without wasting a moment, Wantei turned back to help
them, but was swept away along with the
tourists. Sometime later, the father and
son were able to make it to the shore but
Wantei did not. His body was washed
ashore the next day and we lost the hero
forever.

W

NEW DONOR CLUBS
FOR INDIVIDUAL
PARTNERS
We truly appreciate the generous contributions
made by our donors and partners. To
acknowledge this, we introduce three special
Donor Clubs to suitably honour them. With the
help of these clubs, we would like to thank our
highest benefactors and also motivate others to
upgrade for the better.

Contribution
Less than
`10,800
per annum

Wantei has set an example of selfsacriﬁce for all young people of his age.
He will be dearly missed by each one of us
at SOS India! He will live forever in our
hearts, as a hero!

`10,800
to less than
`50,000
per annum

`50,000
and above
per annum

Beneﬁts
SOS
newsletters
twice a year

SOS MOTHER GEETA SINGH FROM
KHAJURI KALAN VILLAGE RECEIVES
THE HELMUT KUTIN AWARD 2017

Welcome kit,
child progress
reports, SOS
newsletters and
giveaways
once a year

Welcome kit,
child progress
reports, SOS
newsletters and
exclusive
personalised
giveaways

WAYS TO DONATE
Online

OS Mother Geeta Singh from SOS Village Khajuri Kalan has been
honoured with the Helmut Kutin Award for the year 2017 for her
selﬂess service dedicated to specially-abled children. She started
her career as an SOS aunt at Mothers' School Faridabad in the year 2003. She
graduated to the position of Mother at SOS Village Khajuri Kalan in the year
2004. Since then she has been a caring mother to 12 of her specially-abled
children.

S

The Helmut Kutin Award recognises performance of outstanding co-workers
of SOS worldwide. Evaluations are made keeping in mind the difference an
SOS co-worker makes in the life of the children and families in SOS the world
over. As a criterion, only employees of SOS Children's villages can be
nominated; the nomination is then followed by an online voting process where
all co-workers are
invited to contribute. It
is indeed a great
honour to have been
chosen for this award
among all the coworkers in the global
federation.

SOS Mother Geeta Singh
receiving the award from
Mr. Helmut Kutin.

For online donations through
Net Banking (NEFT or RTGS)
or Cards (Credit or Debit Cards)
please visit: https://www.
soschildrensvillages.in/donate-now

Cheque / Draft
Please draw cheque or
demand draft in favour of
SOS Children’s Villages of India
and send it to us at:
SOS Children's Villages India
National Ofﬁce, Plot No. 4, Block C-1
Institutional Area, Nelson Mandela Marg
Vasant Kunj, New Delhi – 110 070
We do not collect cash donations
You can now track the progress of your
sponsored child and details of your
donation online. Simply log in to our
Donor Support Portal and view or save
reports and receipts, or seek additional
information.
https://www.soschildrensvillages.in/
donor-service-login

We cannot visualise a world without our
loved ones. Imagine abandoned or
parentless children surviving daily battles
of life without love, care or support from
anyone. Give a child a loving home so that
no child has to grow up alone!
Please accept my gift of:

SOS India in collaboration with
Alliance of Riding Knights celebrated
Independence Day at Alibaug Village

10,800
a year to sponsor a child

21,600
a year to sponsor a child’s education

108,000
a year to sponsor 10 children

(any amount)
I am an existing sponsor / donor

Yes

No

If yes, my Donor ID is ..........................................
Name (Mr./Ms.) ....................................................
DOB:

..........................................PIN ............................

This day is memorable for each and every member of our
riding community. It made us realize where real happiness lies.
Thank you SOS India for this.

Ph. .......................................................................

Flying Squad India, Mumbai.

Address ...............................................................
.............................................................................

Email. ..................................................................

I wish to make my gift by:
Authorising SOSCVIndia to charge
the indicated amount from my credit card

Card No.:

Celebrating
Raksha Bandhan

Expiry Date:
Date:

Signature

Enclosing my cheque no ................................
drawn on ................................(Bank) favour of
“SOS Children’s Villages of India”

All donations are eligible for 50% tax exemption
under section 80G of the income Tax Act, 1961
NOTE: You can claim your tax exemption
via the donation receipt.

SOS Children’s Villages of India

Scan to donate to
SOS Children’s Village

MD175130N2

National Ofﬁce: Plot No.4, Block C-1,
Nelson Mandela Marg, Vasant Kunj,
New Delhi – 110070, India
Tel: +91-11-43239200
E-mail: soscvi@soscvindia.org
Website: www.soschildrensvillages.in
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