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Keeping children 


during the lockdown  



When we were still planning and strategising, our co-workers at the 

frontline were already prepared to help keep our children and local 

communities safe. SOS Children’s Villages of India, a home to nearly 

7,000 children, young adults and more than 440 “mothers”, residing 

in our facilities spread across 21 states & union territories, so far, have 

successfully kept ourselves protected from the onslaught of the virus. 

The sense of responsibility which was exemplified by our children & 

youngsters in maintaining cleanliness, personal hygiene and social 

distancing, both inside their “family home” as well as in their village 

campus and adherence to the advisories from their mother & co-

workers have helped a lot in keeping the virus out of the four 

boundaries of our campuses.

This newsletter also shows how our field staff and and Animators 

have shown tremendous sense of positivity and dedication towards 

their duties on ground in these unprecedented times. They are the 

force behind the ongoing successful community interventions even 

post the announcement of lockdown. 

The pandemic has pushed us into maintaining social distancing but 

we have challenged ourselves to remain hyper connected through 

the Internet and isolate Covid-19 instead. This has been very crucial in 

building trust and a very responsive process to tackle this pandemic.

Protecting our
children & youth
with strict COVID-19 response 



Children’s 
safety 

is our priority
Not only has SOS India been adhering to WHO recommended guidelines and 

lockdown restrictions but SOS Mothers too have been provided basic 
knowledge in preventing and responding to COVID-19 infection. 

Complying with health directives, SOS 
Children’s Villages of India procures 
masks and hand sanitisers for children 
and SOS staff. SOS Villages have also 
restricted the entry of visitors, 
including Child Welfare Committee 
members, until further notice.

Doctors from government 
hospitals conducting 
COVID-19 awareness class 
for SOS Mothers. 
Participants are maintaining 
mandatory distance from 
each other. 



All family homes, 
offices and staff living 
quarters across SOS 
Villages are being 
sanitised regularly.

Notices have been displayed to 
discourage visitors. All SOS Villages 
are tracking COVID-19 cases 
occurring within a radius of 7 kms.

SOS Mothers receive hygiene kits 
comprising tissue papers, liquid soaps 
and hand sanitisers for the safety of 
children across Villages. 

In the face of COVID-19, 
help us keep these children safe

Support Us!



Giving a
hand to the 
less privileged

Given their low income and adverse living conditions, marginalised 
families and communities are most vulnerable to a crisis. SOS India has 
been providing not only food and essential items to help them survive 

the lockdown but also promote measures to prevent COVID-19 infection.

SOS India distributes 
food to marginalised 
families living in the 
vicinity of its Villages.



Monika, a co-worker from SOS India's 
Family Strengthening programme 
Anangpur took the help of Leenika 
Gupta, a resident of a nearby society, for 
supporting the daily grocery needs of 11 
families, who unfortunately can't avail 
government schemes as they don't 
have ration cards. Upon hearing this, 
the vendor also sponsored one 
family's dry ration. Multiplier effect is 
so beautiful in these hard times. 

A co-worker from SOS India's 
F a m i l y  S t r e n g t h e n i n g 
p r o g r a m m e  B e n g a l u r u 
mobi l ised a local leader, 
S r i d h a r ,  f o r  p r o v i d i n g 
groceries and cooked meals 
to 43 families affected by the 
lockdown.

SOS India co-workers take 
help of good samaritansHelping the helpless: 

SOS India distributing 
food and feeding cooked 
meals to marginalised 
families living in the 
vicinity of its Villages.



SOS India Family Strengthening Facilitator, 
Priyanka Kumara from Begusarai is helping the 
nation fight the pandemic by making masks. 

SOS India Family Strengthening 
caregiver, Miriada Lyngdoh from 
Mawbsein in Meghalaya gives a 
demonstration of safe handwashing 
and social distancing to children.

An SHG facilitator, Dolly Ahirwar, draws 
circles to mark the safe distance while 
drawing water and grocery shopping.

Help us end hunger 
of underprivileged families 

Donate now!

Supporting #BreakTheChain campaign, 
SOS India-mentored SHG leaders are 
helping spread awareness about COVID-19 
through pamphlets in Kerala.



Keeping kids 
happily 
engaged 

during the lockdown
While many parents across the world are extremely concerned about how to 
engage their children in productive activities during the ongoing complete 

lockdown, all of our  SOS Mothers and co-workers don’t have any such 
concerns. In fact, the children are comparatively busier than ever before.

There are many creative activities like dance, digital library, Yoga practice, 
gardening and digital classroom that these kids have been occupied with.

Children 
practicing 
Yoga – one 
among the 
numerous 
activities that 
children are 
engaged in 
during the 
lockdown.



Virtual classrooms facilitating valuable 
learning during the lockdown

Thanks to the e-Learning initiative started 
by various state governments, children are 
able to continue with their studies and 
somewhat return to regular routine. 
Learning is imparted through television for 
4 to 6 hours daily. Digital applications such 
as Zoom and Whatsapp are also utilized for 
interactive sessions, assignments and 
performance evaluation of students. Our 
children have been regularly attending 
such classes, taking notes, completing and 
submitting school assignments on time. 
SOS co-workers have been helping 
students in submitting assignments online. 
In most SOS Villages, children are also 
attending online English Communication 
classes.

Here in Puducherry, 
a couple of children 

not only lead the 
morning prayers but 

also read out the 
news and engage 

everyone in a quick 
round of trivia.

Creative 
engagement:

All children are 
encouraged to 

pursue their hobbies. 
This young girl is 

proud to display her 
bottle art.



A child's artwork made for 
'Drawing Competition from 
Home' organised by Family 

Strengthening Shillong.

A poster highlighting 
the theme United 
Against COVID-19.

Children and youth from SOS Village Bawana light 
candles to mark the fight against COVID-19.

In these uncertain times, our children
need your help now more than ever!

Donate now!



Unsung 
Heroes

of the COVID-19 battle
True heroes come to the fore during a crisis and, at SOS India, there is no 

dearth of them – right from SOS Mothers who are fiercely protecting 
their children to co-workers who are braving the pandemic and 

lockdown to help those in need.

Our settled youth does us proud 
by serving COVID-19 patients



Not all heroic deeds are born of valour; some are simple acts of charity, love 
and compassion. In the current global health crisis, Ashalata, who works as an 
animator with SOS India Family Strengthening Programme in Bhubaneshwar, 
ensured that all 155 families in her Dalua community were aware of COVID-19 
preventive measures, received regular supply of food from the government 
and most importantly, remained safe inside their homes. When the number of 
infected cases rose in the city, her advice to restrict entry to the village paid 
off. She took extra care to safeguard children's health by monitoring them 
regularly. She also kept them engaged by encouraging reading, painting, story 
writing, dancing and singing, among others.

And she does all this along while fulfilling her responsibility as a mother of 
three children living with her husband and in-laws. “My community is my big 
family and if I remain inactive during this situation, great loss will occur. I am 
grateful to SOS for creating such wonderful platform for me to be part of this,” 
explains Ashalata as to what motivates her deeds.

Ashalata stands by her community 
through these desperate times



In these trying times, SOS India Family Strengthening Programme facilitator, 
Simi Babu stands out as a true example of a real life hero. She was instrumental 
in garnering the support of SHG members and help out 26 distressed families 
from Kolayankuzhi with medicines and essential commodities, during the 
ongoing lockdown. Her determination to help more people led her to 
volunteer with Chief Minister’s Youth Corps and receive training from the PHC 
in battling the pandemic. “My exposure in SOS FSP has helped me and given 
me strength to help many others especially during these tough times,” says 
Simi modestly.
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Her work with SOS India 
motivates Simi to help others
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