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Kudos to SOS Children’s Villages team: I 

have been sponsoring children at the 

Village for many years now. Currently I have 

three children. It gives me immense 

satisfaction to help these unprivileged 

children in a very small way. I am glad SOS 

Children’s Villages takes their responsibility 

and help them bloom. My personal 

experience has been great, I have access to 

the donor’s site where I get to see the 

progress my children make over a period.

I also know that the money I donate is 

actually spent on the children.  My son spent 

SOS Children’s Village is a very decent and 

unique child care organisation which serves 

more than 120 children. With a very clean 

and well maintained ambiance, what they 

offer to children is very much higher than 

what we can imagine. We do visit here twice 

or thrice a year to donate something. Staff 

who works especially mothers who lead 

every home of 12 children are also so 

friendly and dedicated towards the service. 

Like to visit frequently.

Ravi Kumar Meruva

A friend and sponsor of SOS Children’s 

Villages of India

WORDS OF

45 days as a volunteer at your Bangalore 

Village. He gave me great review of how the 

team cares for the children, and how he 

spent some time every day during this 

period playing with them. I will definitely 

continue to be a sponsor as long as I can. 

You guys are doing a wonderful job... please 

keep it up! 

Sandip Ghosh

A friend and sponsor of SOS Children’s 

Villages of India
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Dear friends,

MESSAGE

As we settle into life ‘as usual’ alongside the pandemic, we realise that life around us has 

changed and our programmes have started to adapt to the new reality. Change is never 

easy, but often necessary. Since we self-implement our programmes, we have been able 

to swiftly accommodate to the new normal. We have brought more focus on online 

education and support for the emotional well-being of children and young people under 

our care. We are pleased that they have embraced new ways of learning and new social 

behaviours.  

Our partnerships with government departments have been growing from strength to 

strength. We recently signed two MoUs with the Department of Social Justice and 

Empowerment, Government of Gujarat for providing technical expertise and for being 

the nodal agency for the State’s Kinship Care and After Care programmes.

The pandemic has rendered millions homeless and without a livelihood. The health and 

safety of their children are endangered. In response to this, we are reaching out to 2,500 

new children in 2020, despite resource constraints, through our community outreach 

initiative – the Family Strengthening Programme. We have also set up two quarantine 

centres in Bhopal and Pune, wherein abundant children are getting family-like care. 

These safe facilities are preventing these children from the impact of COVID-19. 

Reflecting on how to put our lives back together after the pandemic and to build back a 

better world, we cannot help but think about how we must stand together stronger at 

these unprecedented times.  How we respond today to issues that matter to us today will 

make all the difference for a better tomorrow. 

Our teams are working tirelessly to help secure the livelihoods of families in the 

communities we serve or mitigating the risk of abandonment of their children. We plan to 

reach out to 8,000 new children in 2021 and there is a need for greater collaboration. Your 

kind gesture goes a long way in making a huge difference. We seek your support in our 

mission in leaving no child alone. 

With deepest gratitude and warmest regards! 
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Sumanta Kar

Senior Deputy National Director
SOS Children’s Villages of India
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Children of Bal Panchayat build a 
better world brick-by-brick 

NEWINDIANEXPRESS.COM

SOS NEWSIN
THE

AS A CITY grows, the task of dealing with 

urban solid waste – especially, the non-

biodegradable garbage, becomes daunting. 

Worst hit are the urban slums that usually do 

not have adequate infrastructure to collect 

and safely dispose of plastic waste. But the 

children and the youth of a slum community 

in the industrialised city of Faridabad in 

Haryana, demonstrate how a little bit of 

creativity and collective effort can make a 

big difference to the local environment. The 

children are the active participants of Bal 

Panchayat of SOS Children’s Villages – a 

platform for the children to debate and find 

solutions for the problems affecting them 

and their families.

When the Bal Panchayat took up the issue 

of the growing plastic waste in their 

community, they decided to try the concept 

of upcycling (the process of transforming 

waste materials into new products of greater 

value) to make plastic waste into reusable 

building blocks.

With the support of the caregivers of SOS 

Children’s Villages, and volunteers of a local 

organisation, the children learned how to 

stuff plastic waste (use-and-throw / carry 

bags, wrappers, etc.,) inside plastic water 

bottles and convert them into bottle bricks. 

Made to a set density, these bricks are as 

strong and durable as clay bricks – they can 

be used to construct mini structures.

On every consecutive Sunday, the Bal 

Panchayat children set aside a few hours of 

their time to collect plastic garbage and 

water bottles from the community that has 

more than 4,000 households. They 

gathered at the community workstation and 

made bottle bricks with the collected plastic 

waste. Gradually, they created about 300 

bottle bricks, each weighing about 200 

grams. With the bricks, they constructed 

benches and instal led them in the 

community – with the support of animators, 

and coworkers of SOS Children’s Villages.

The children of Bal Panchayat named the 

bottle bricks as Eco-Bricks – since these 

bricks represent enormous environmental 

value. The bricks help reduce the amount 

of household plastic waste from getting 

into the waste stream, and prevent the 

plastic waste from becoming toxins or 

micro plastic, a major food and water 

contaminant. Their future plan is to make 

more Eco-Bricks to build structures such 

as benches and dustbins that meet the 

local requirements of the Auto Pin slum 

community.
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Children of SOS Children’s Villages 
excel in board exams

MERCURY TIMES

Komal and Manakye, both students 

of Hermann Gmeiner School 

Jammu, have scored 96% in 

Science stream and 93% in 

Commerce stream, respectively. 

While congratulating the achievers, 

SOS India acknowledged the roles 

of SOS mothers and co-workers in 

the performance and success of

their children.

SOS India provides essentials 
to underprivileged families in Odisha 

ORISSA TODAY

SOS India provided relief to more 

than 150 underprivileged families 

from Khorda, Odisha to cope with 

the COVID-19 crisis. The much 

needed assistance came at an 

opportune time when their menfolk,  

all migrant daily-wage workers, are 

away in the cities.

SOS India signs MoU with Gujarat Govt. to implement 
childcare and youth empowerment programmes

NAVJEEVAN EXPRESS

SOS India signed two MoUs with the 

Department of Social Justice and 

Empowerment (DSJE), Govern-

ment of Gujarat, to implement 

childcare and youth employability 

programmes. According to the 

MoUs, SOS India will provide techni-

cal expertise for state-run Kinship 

Care for 125 children without paren-

tal care; and prepare 100 youth for 

job-ready by instituting end-to-end 

Youth Employability, Vocational and 

Life Skill Programme.
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SOS Day: Celebrating the work and legacy 
of our founder Dr. Hermann Gmeiner

SOS INDIAFROM THE 
WORLD OF

CELEBRATIONS are needed now more 

than ever to lift children’s spirits and give 

them hope for a brighter tomorrow. Every 

year, June 23 is celebrated as SOS Day to 

commemorate the birthday of our beloved 

founder, Dr. Hermann Gmeiner. This year 

was no different. The day was celebrated 

with equal fervor across all SOS Children’s 

Villages while maintaining social distancing 

norms. Every family home was adorned with 

decorative papers and balloons, giving a 

festive aura to the celebrations. The bust of 

Dr. Gmeiner was garlanded by SOS moth-

ers and co-workers as a mark of respect and 

the start of the day’s festivities. Saplings 

were planted as a tribute to “Dadaji” across 

all Children’s Villages. Children took part in 

various activities, including drawing compe-

titions and games with much joy and 

enthusiasm. SOS mothers prepared cakes 

and sweets especially for the occasion, 

much to the children’s delight. The latter part 

of the day was reserved for cultural 

programmes performed by children. In their 

respective messages to the children on the 

occasion, SOS India President and 

Secretary General encouraged them to 

work hard and uphold the vision of Dadaji, 

whose love has enabled once abandoned 

children to have a home and family.

‘MY DREAM’S OCEAN’ was the topic of a 

painting competition organised for the special 

children of Khajuri Kalan on World Ocean 

Day. The activity brought out the creativity of 

Children paint a colorful water world on World Ocean Day

specially-abled children who painted 

mermaids and fishes of every size and 

colour imaginable.



CONNECTING vulnerable families to 

government schemes for leveraging 

financial support and subsidies is a 

significant part of our work in Family 

Strengthening Programme. Nine care-

givers (mothers in the outreached families) 

Government scheme enhances mobility of mothers 
in our community intervention programme 

Archana and Chetana wow
audiences online

BHARATNATYAM dancers and settled 

youth from SOS Village Bangalore, 

Archana and Chetana performed live for 

Instagram audience, as part of an online 

dance series titled Bhairavi Nruthyothsava. 

As always, it was a pleasure to watch the 

twins, who are disciples of gurus B. 

Bhanumathi and Sheela Chandrasekhar.

Children from SOS Alibaug create Rakhis for valiant soldiers 

YOUNG BOYS from SOS Village Alibaug 

created 200 Rakhis and 10 greeting cards 

for India’s valiant soldiers. SOS India 

co-worker Vaibhav Ghadage initiated the 
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from Nagapattinam posed for our cameras 

astride their new two-wheelers – courtesy 

the Government of Tamil Nadu’s two-

wheeler subsidy scheme. The total subsidy 

was INR 225,000.

activity to keep the boys engaged during the 

pandemic and also impressed upon the 

youth about the work that these soldiers are 

doing to protect the country.
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AMID social distancing norms and 

u n c e r t a i n t i e s ,  S O S  I n d i a  F a m i l y 

Strengthening team in Shillong facilitated 

the celebration of World Youth Skills Day on 

July 15. An awareness session was held for 

Children gain career and skill insights on World Youth Skills Day 

WITH the rapid and extensive spread of 

COVID-19 pandemic today, the need to 

sensitise people about its prevention and 

preparedness is 

paramount. SOS 

I n d i a  F a m i l y 

Strengthening team 

from Raipur visited 

several low-income 

localities in the city 

to better educate 

communities on the 

importance of social 

distancing, hygiene 

LIGEIN’S life was marred with struggles to 

support her family, until SOS India helped 

SOS India helps usher a happy Onam for Ligein's family

the young members of the Bal Panchayat, 

highlighting the importance of equipping 

young people with skills for employment, 

decent work and entrepreneurship. 

turn it around. As a beneficiary of SOS 

India’s Family Strengthening Programme, 

she received assistance to start 

plantain cultivation on a rented 

farm. She was introduced to 

Vegetable and Fruit Promotion 

Council Keralam (VFPCK), 

w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  h e r  w i t h 

knowledge of cultivation and 

quality seeds. After 10 months of 

hard work, her efforts bore fruits. 

Ligein sold the bananas to 

VFPCK for a profit of INR 1.6 

lacs.

practices, and distinguishing facts and 

myths of COVID-19.

SOS India enhances COVID awareness to fight the pandemic
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ON AUGUST 15, the joyful laughter of 

children reverberated throughout the 

homes and playgrounds of SOS Children’s 

Villages. After months of inactivity due to the 
thpandemic, the 74  Independence Day gave 

them a reason to cheer. The tricolor was 

Children of SOS India celebrate Independence Day with joyful abandon

THE MUCH awaited online event ‘A Life in 

Making’ – a live discussion among the then 

SOS India Secretary General, Hindi film 

actor and the lead cast of Dil Bechara, 

Sanjana Sanghi, and youths of SOS India, 

Grace and Neelima – went live on 

Facebook on August 26. The participants 

shared their incredible journey of life and 

success with over 1.5 lac people.

1.5 lac people reached via SOS India event on Facebook Live

WITHOUT work or savings, 

low-income families were most 

affected by the closure of 

economic activity during the 

lockdown period. With financial 

assistance from SOS India, 

three marginalised families in 

Visakhapatnam were able to 

purchase cows to start a dairy 

business. The income from the 

sale of milk had sustained these 

families through the hard times.

Alternative livelihood provides sustenance to vulnerable families

unfurled amid melodious strains of the 

National Anthem sung proudly by our staff 

and children. Kids also participated in vari-

ous events organised for the occasion, 

including skits and painting competition.
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STORIES CHANGEOF

AT SOS INDIA, we realise that not all children do well in school. 

Some need extra hand-holding and individualised support to bring out 

their best in life. Harpreet lost his father when he was a mere child of 

six years. With no one to care for him and his brother, they were 

brought to SOS Village and placed under the care of SOS mother 

Gauri. The trauma of losing his dear ones and the unfamiliar 

surroundings kept him edgy and aloof. This affected his education and 

school life. Even though Harpreet managed to complete his 

secondary education, he was struggling in Class XI. The Village 

counselor decided to shift him into a vocational course to leverage his skills and capabilities. 

Harpreet fared well at the Industrial Training Institute. After a year’s training with Bosch, he was 

employed with Honda where he is working presently. Harpreet shares, “Love and support of my 

SOS mother and other co-workers kept me motivated in spite of several setbacks in academics 

and whatever I have been able to achieve, I owe it them.”

Individualised support helps Harpreet succeed in technical education

THERE’S nothing that makes Tejaswani happier than being with her 

SOS family. Even little time that she gets away from her work as a 

Customer Service Associate with Air India, would be spent with her 

SOS mother and siblings. She visits them regularly at the Children’s 

Village where she grew up. On her visits, she would spare no 

expenses to pamper her brothers and sisters with gifts and sweets. 

Tejaswani was a smart and intelligent child in school and college. 

Besides academics, she was good in dancing and debating too. You 

can see the twinkle in her eyes whenever she talks about her dance 

performance in college. “I feel alive when I dance. It is amazing to be in the limelight and show 

off my talent,” she says proudly. Tejaswani dreams of flying high as an air hostess. At SOS 

India, we believe that a happy childhood is critical to a child’s wellbeing and in shaping the 

adult she or he will become. Tejaswani’s loving relationship with her family gave her the 

security and stability to focus on her education and build a career of her choice. 

We work to secure happy childhoods and brighter future

COMING on the heels of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s Mann 

Ki Baat address, where he also urged youngsters to focus on 

innovations in the toys sector, a 13-year-old boy from SOS Village 

has made a toy helicopter modeled on the AH1 SuperCobra. What 

makes Sipun’s feat more astonishing is the fact that he used 

discarded materials, such as matchboxes and parts from old toys, to 

fashion his creation. The copter is fitted with a motor and batteries to 

power its rotors. 

There are many children in SOS Children’s Villages who are just as 

bright and talented as Sipun. Our emphasis on learning and individual pursuit of interests has 

been a powerful motivating factor for children’s accomplishments. Young Sipun believes that 

sheer hard work and self-confidence can make him achieve anything. He is an exceptional 

student who wants to study science as a major subject. He considers Physics and Chemistry 

fun and his favorite subjects. SOS India wishes Sipun every success in the future!

All work and play makes Sipun a very talented boy

Names of children under 18 years have been changed to protect their identity.
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PREMILA’S world came crashing down when her father lost his 

livelihood after his auto-rickshaw was stolen. Her mother’s meagre 

income from working as a domestic maid wasn’t enough to make 

both ends meet. Let alone her dream of graduating from college. 

Just when she thought that all was lost, SOS India Family 

Strengthening team stepped in to intervene. The team worked 

closely with Premila’s parents to create a development plan to 

enhance the family’s income and children’s wellbeing. The team 

persuaded the parents to allow Premila to continue with college and 

send her three younger brothers back to school. Her mother was trained in traditional 

embroidery for augmenting alternative income. Fast forward five years today, Premila has 

finished her B.Sc. in Computer Science and works full-time with a leading charity. Her 

contribution to the family income is helping her brothers to attend school and the family now 

lives with greater dignity. She is grateful to have received our timely support and is 

determined to uplift the family from the clutches of poverty.

Giving wings to Premila’s educational dreams

AFTER THE demise of their parents, Vijay and his sister Preeti 

were cared for by their grandparents, who were living in a remote 

village. Although the siblings were happy to be together, the 

grandparents were worried. As daily wage labourers who were past 

their prime, where will they earn enough money to feed, clothe, and 

schooling. Seeing their plight, SOS Children’s Villages of India 

enrolled Vijay and Preeti in its Kinship Care programme in 2019. 

Kinship Care places parentless children with their biological 

relatives or kinfolks till the child is self-reliant. The education, health 

and nutritional wellbeing of the children took priority. A responsible person from the village 

was appointed as a mentor to the children. The mentor also helped them with their studies. 

Within a few months, Vijay was able to not only read and write but also construct complex 

sentences and solve math problems. He became more confident and assertive. The 

combined efforts of SOS India and the mentor helped Vijay forget his past and embrace a 

brighter future – much to the delight of his grandparents.

Kinship Care – helping relatives take care of their own

HASSAN, an eighteen-year-old bright young man, is a diligent 

worker and a responsible member of his family. Not only does he 

care for his siblings but also contributes to the family income and is 

willing to go the extra mile to improve their wellbeing. 

Today, Hassan is in a happy place. He has a job, financial security 

and better prospects. However, this wasn’t the family’s situation a 

few years ago. They were struggling to survive and make both ends 

meet. At the age of 15, Hassan had to quit school due to failing 

economic situation of his parents. He was forced to work as a daily 

wage labourer at a construction site. Things turned around when Family Strengthening team 

reached out to him. With the combined efforts of Hassan and SOS India’s Youth 

Engagement Programme, he managed to get his first job at a Hero MotoCorp dealership 

after undergoing a vocational training programme. Hassan is working very hard at his job 

and according to his line manager, “Hassan is God sent as within a very short time of his 

training, he has become the best technician we have ever had.” 

Family love makes Hassan crave for a better life

Names of children under 18 years have been changed to protect their identity.



HUMANS SOSOF

EVERY mother wants to see her child well settled in life and 94-year-old, retired SOS 

mother Kiran is fortunate that every one of her 25 children (15 boys and 10 girls) have 

respectable jobs and doting families. Kiran’s journey in SOS Children’s Villages began in 

1964, the year of inception of the organisation in India. As usual, the early years were marred 

with challenges. In the stories narrated to her grandchildren, Kiran recalls walking several 

miles to fetch a single bucket of water; children using earthen lamps to study because 

electricity was erratic; and mothers commuting to the market for groceries in bullock-carts in 

the absence of pitched roads. In spite of the challenges, Kiran was happy to be with her 

children. 

The annual Village outings with all the children, mothers and co-workers to places like 

Manali, Bhimtal or Dalhousie fill her up with fond memories. She says that the outings were 

opportunities to refresh their minds and build healthier relationships with the children. Today, 

Kiran enjoys the visits from her grandchildren as much as listening to their antics in school. 

The love of her children helps SOS mother Kiran overcome all challenges

SEVENTY-EIGHT-YEAR-OLD Maya has devoted a lifetime in the service of vulnerable 

children growing up in SOS Children’s Villages. In her long-spanning career as an SOS 

mother, Maya had successfully brought up more than 30 children, all of whom are now well 

placed in their respective careers and marital lives. She feels blessed to have a large family, 

numbering over 100 members, including spouses and grandchildren. Her children visit her 

often along with their families. They also insist that she live with them but Maya refuses 

kindly. “My heart and soul will always remain in SOS Children’s Village. And I will never 

confine myself to a particular child and staying in the Village makes it easy for all my children 

to come and visit me freely,” she explains.

Maya joined SOS India when she was 26 years old, after completing her SOS mother 

training. Ever since her retirement in 2001, she has lived in the Retired Mothers’ 

Accommodation in the Village, where she is being looked after with the same love and 

respect as she has given to children under her care.

SOS Mother Maya’s heart will always remain in the Village she served
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IMPACT
OF OUR WORK

28868

CHILDREN CONTINUED TO 
GROW UP IN A LOVING HOME6552

NUMBER OF 
BENEFICIARIES

157
CHILDREN 
IN EIGHT 
LOCATIONS

16425
CHILDREN 

(BELOW 

18 YEARS)

1360
CHILDREN 

(ABOVE

18 YEARS)

1022
NUMBER 

OF 

SIBLINGS

8942
PRIMARY

CAREGIVERS

6809
SECONDARY

CAREGIVERS

FAMILY LIKE CARE

FAMILY STRENGTHENING

KINSHIP CARE

129
YOUTH ENROLLED 
IN VOCATIONAL 
TRAINING

AFTER CARE

12

543
NUMBER OF 

SELF HELP GROUPS

230 SHGs in Grade ‘A’

230 YOUTHS PLACED IN
JOBS POST SKILLING

1213

840
YOUTHS SKILLED

BAL PANCHAYATS

3918

211

CHILLDREN
IN

119 253 46
CHILDREN BROUGHT
HOME TO A LOVING

SOS MOTHER

YOUTHS SETTLED
(FORMALLY OFF 

OUR ROLLS)

CHILDREN WERE
RESTORED TO THEIR
BIOLOGICAL FAMILIES

47
YOUTHS SECURED 

FIRST-TIME EMPLOYMENT AVERAGE SALARY OF FIRST-
TIME EMPLOYED YOUTH

Data as of September 30, 2020

after completing their vocational
/professional education 

17K



SOS CHILDREN’S VILLAGES OF INDIA

National Office: Plot No 4, Block C-1, Nelson Mandela Marg, 

Vasant Kunj, New Delhi – 110070, India.

Tel: +91 11 43239200  |  E-mail: soscvi@soscvindia.org

Website: www.soschildrensvillages.in
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